2026 Breeders’ Cup Veterinary Guide - Mandatory Exams
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Once horses arrive at the World Championships, they will undergo a series of inspections by
both the Breeders Cup Veterinary Team along with veterinarians from the host regulatory
body.
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Most of these exams will take place at or near the horse's stall. Hands-on palpation and flexion
of the knees and ankles will occur as part of the normal exam process.
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Also during the stall exam, horses will be required to trot in hand by a member of the trainer
staff on a flat surface without a rider.
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These exams are performed during the same visit and may occur multiple times throughout
the week.
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Trainers are encouraged to contact the Breeders Cup veterinary team if they want to schedule

a window of time for multiple exams.
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Each horse must be presented free of bandages, liniment, poultice, and the legs should not
have been in ice within the previous hour.
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An individual who is knowledgeable of the horse's health status is required to be present

during these exams.
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And if an issue is identified during the exam, veterinary team will communicate immediately

with the trainer or their assistant trainer.
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Mandatory jog up inspections by the Breeders Cup veterinary team will occur each time your
horse trains on any racing surface including on race day.
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Should your horse train the morning, horses will be identified by wearing their mandatory
Breeders Cup saddle cloth.
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This jog up exam is just a visual pass through inspection in the designated area with a rider
up.
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For the main track or turf course, all horses must enter the racetrack at the seven furlong shoot.
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Horses exercising on the training track must utilize the designated jogging area on the training
track.
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